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TO:		Executive Committee, Piedmont Triad Regional Council
FROM:		Jesse Day, Planning Director 
DATE:		June 4, 2025	
RE:	$250,000 Neighborhood Access & Equity Grant

In 2023, the PTRC planning department successfully applied for and was subsequently awarded a Federal Highway Administration NAE (Neighborhood Access & Equity) grant through the Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program.  The grant was in the amount of $250,000 and was for preliminary engineering and design of a greenway system in the Town of Walnut Cove, and was the only awarded project in North Carolina under this program.

Approximately one year after the grant award, FHWA was ready to enter into an official grant agreement with PTRC.  PTRC planning staff provided all requested documentation and information ahead of all established deadlines.  At the end of the contracting phase, FHWA informed PTRC planning staff that they would like for the project be added to the North Carolina State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) before signing the agreement.  Adding this project to the STIP required formal adoption by the North Carolina Board of Transportation, which took approximately 6 weeks to occur.  By the time the project was added to the STIP, the Administration had changed and all grant agreements were paused for federal review.

Last month, the US House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure recommended to rescind all funding for the NAE program, including the $250,000 awarded for greenway engineering in Walnut Cove.  There is language included in the House passed One Big Beautiful Bill Act (HR1) that permanently rescinds the NAE funding.  Over coming weeks, the US Senate will be considering changes to the bill.  

ACTION REQUESTED:
Permit PTRC staff to contact the offices of Senators Ted Budd and Thom Tillis to request that they consider removal of the associated rescission language for the Neighborhood Access and Equity Program for the reconciliation bill under consideration.
