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eiclon Meeting ID: 973 3480 3681
leminmeine A. Call to Order, Welcome, Moment of Mark Richardson
Cooleemee Silence, and Pledge of Allegiance Chair
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Denton B. Action Items
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1) Request for approval of March 6, 2024 Mark Richardson

East Bend

q PTRC Executive Committee Minutes (attachment) Chair
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Elkin 2) Request for authorization to apply for and Wendy Walker-Fox
Elon Accept $250,000 in DWS ARPA funds to support WED Director
Franklinville the creation of LRC in Alamance County
Gibsonville
Graham
Green Level

Greensboro
Haw River 4) Request for approval to apply for and accept up to Adam Shull
High Point $350,000 from USDA Asst Planning Director

Jamestown
Jonesville

3) Request for authorization to accept $5,000 in Wendy Walker-Fox
DWS ARPA funds for virtual reality equipment WED Director
and license, with TransfrVR
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MEMBERS
Kernersville
King
Lewisville
Lexington
Liberty
Madison
Mayodan
Mebane
Midway
Milton
Mocksville
Mount Airy
Mt. Gilead
Oak Ridge
Pilot Mountain
Pleasant Garden
Ramseur
Randleman
Reidsville
Rural Hall
Seagrove
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Staley
Stoneville
Summerfield
Thomasville
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Troy
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Alaomance
Walkertown
[Wellie]¥]ge]
Walnut Cove
Wentworth
Whitsett
Winston-Salem
Yadkinville
Yanceyville

5) Request for authorization to apply for and
accept an $180,000 grant from EEG

C. New Business

D. Roll Call Vote

E. Discussion Item: Expansion Update

F. Informational Item: FCSP Provider Update

G. Executive Director’s Report

H. Around the Region

At this time, Board members are asked to discuss any
upcoming events or informational items that pertain to
their local government or region.

I. Chairman’s Remarks and Announcements

1) PTRC Executive Committee Meeting

Jesse Day
Reg. Planning Director

Mark Richardson
Chair

Katie Mitchell
Clerk to the Board

Matthew Dolge
Executive Director

Latonya Smith
Caregiver Supp. Spec.

Matthew Dolge
Executive Director

Mark Richardson
Chair

Mark Richardson
Chair

Wednesday, May 1, 2024 12noon (Lunch 11: 30a.m) Hybrid

2) PTRC Board of Delegates Meeting

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 12noon (Lunch 11: 30a.m) Hybrid

3) 2024 PTRC Meeting Dates
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ACTION ITEM #2

M-E-M-0O-R-A-N-D-U-M

TO: Executive Committee, Piedmont Triad Regional Council

FROM: Wendy Walker-Fox, Workforce and Economic Development Director

DATE: April 3,2024

RE: Division of Workforce Solutions (DWS) Local Reentry Council (LRC)
Funding

North Carolina Department of Commerce Division of Workforce Solutions is providing
American Rescue Plan Act Reentry Grant funds to designated Workforce Development
Boards (WDBs) to support the creation of local Reentry Councils. or workforce
development boards to purchase virtual reality equipment. The grant funds are in the
amount of $250,000 per WDB and have an expiration date of December 31, 2026.

Reentry Councils are an organized network of individuals and agencies that provide
supervision and coordination of innovative responses to the reintegration of
offenders/formerly incarcerated individuals at the local level and to use the existing
program services. The purpose of local reentry councils is to help bring together all
stakeholders who could offer assistance and resources to help offenders/formerly
incarcerated individuals to become productive citizens, reduce recidivism and
victimization.

The Piedmont Triad Regional Workforce Development Board (PTRWDB) is one of the 3
designated WDBs and plans to apply for the funding to support the creation of a local
Reentry Council in Alamance County.

ACTION REQUESTED:
Authorization to apply for and accept $250,000 in DWS ARPA funds to support the
creation of a local reentry council (LRC) in Alamance County.
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ACTION ITEM #3

M-E-M-0O-R-A-N-D-U-M

TO: Executive Committee, Piedmont Triad Regional Council

FROM: Wendy Walker-Fox, Workforce and Economic Development Director
DATE: April 3,2024

RE: Division of Workforce Solutions (DWS) Virtual Reality Grants

North Carolina Department of Commerce Division of Workforce Solutions is providing
a grant opportunity for workforce development boards to purchase virtual reality
equipment. The grant funds have an expiration date of June 30, 2024, with amounts
are up to $5,000.

The Piedmont Triad Regional Workforce Development Board (PTRWDB) has applied for
the grant funding with the intention of purchasing licenses and equipment for the
virtual reality platform TransfrVR, which has been vetted by the state as compatible
with their career center IT systems. TransfrVR will be used in the Forsyth County
NCworks Career Center, as a pilot project to assist NextGen Youth with career
exploration and job training simulations. Based on case manager/participant
feedback and usage data, the goal is to expand this offering in all 6 Career Centers
within the PTRWDB Local Area.

The virtual reality equipment is an innovative tool to assist the opportunity youth
served through the NextGen Program.

ACTION REQUESTED:
Authorization to accept $5,000 in DWS ARPA funds for virtual reality equipment and
license, with the preferred vendor TransfrVR.
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ACTION ITEM #4

M-E-M-0O-R-A-N-D-U-M

TO: Executive Committee, Piedmont Triad Regional Council

FROM: Adam Shull, Regional Planning Assistant Director

DATE: April 3, 2024

RE: Authorization to apply for, and if awarded receive, up to $350,000 to support multiple

farmers and growers in Winston-Salem and Forsyth County working together to improve
access to fresh, healthy food in areas where it is limited or unavailable through urban
agriculture. The application would be submitted to the U.S. Department of Agriculture-
Natural Resources Conservation Service- Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative
Production (OUAIP).

The PTRC’s Regional Planning Department is seeking approval to submit a grant application to the OUAIP
for up to $350,000 over three years to support access to fresh, healthy food and innovative agricultural
practices. The overall goals of the grant program are to support the development of urban agriculture,
improve access to fresh, healthy food where it is limited or unavailable through urban agricultural
practices, and to support multiple farmers or gardeners, impacting underserved areas.

The program offers funding for planning and implementation activities that meet the above goals and
objectives. Activities include implementation of best practices to address food access and infrastructure
needs as well as educating the impacted community about food systems, nutrition, agricultural
production, and environmental impacts. Grant funds do not support research proposals.

The PTRC is forming a partnership with Action 4 Equity (A4E) and three organizations currently growing
food in underserved communities: Island CultureZ, working in east Winston-Salem; Memorial Industrial
Community Development Corporation, working in Germanton; and Legacy Bridge NC, located in southeast
Winston-Salem and working with the Carter G. Woodson School. This partnership is seeking funds to
better connect the farmers to each other through shared resources and collaboration as well to provide
needed infrastructure to build their programs that will increase food access in the community. PTRC will
be the lead applicant and administrator on the grant. Additional funding will support A4E staff, acting as
the community lead and responsible for reporting from the farmers.

No matching funds are required and final applications are due Tuesday, April 9, 2024.
The grant’s period of performance for projects is 36 months.
ACTION REQUESTED: The PTRC Regional Planning Department requests authorization to apply for, and

if awarded receive, the U.S. Department of Agriculture- Natural Resources Conservation Service- Office
of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (OUAIP) Grant for up to $350,000.
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ACTION ITEM #5

M-E-M-0O-R-A-N-D-U-M

TO: Executive Committee, Piedmont Triad Regional Council

FROM: Jesse Day, Regional Planning Director

DATE: April 3,2024

RE: Authorization to apply to, and if awarded receive, a $180,000 grant to

the NC Attorney General’s Environmental Enhancement Grant (EEG)
program to support watershed education.

The PTRC'’s Planning Department seeks approval to apply to the NC Attorney General’s
Environmental Enhancement Grant (EEG) Program to support watershed education in
the Cape Fear and Yadkin-Pee Dee River Basins. Multiple watersheds within the two
basins contain waterways that are considered impaired by the NC Division of Water
Resources (DWR) because of their inability to support aquatic organisms and failure
to meet water quality standards for turbidity. These impairments are due in large part
to nonpoint source runoff from developed areas, and the responsible parties are those
who live, work, and play in the watersheds.

Yet many people do not maintain a meaningful connection to their neighborhood
waterway, or know how that creek or stream is connected to communities upstream
and downstream. While some people may have heard of local and state programs
like Adopt-A-Stream and NC Stream Watch, they hesitate to incorporate these
stewardship and citizen science activities into their regular routine because they are
not sure where and how to begin.

To address this need, PTRC is proposing to expand the NC Stream Watch program
throughout ten counties: Alamance, Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Guilford, Randolph,
Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin. NC Stream Watch is a hands-on, educational
water quality program that helps people to engage in “creekside science” and
stewardship activities in their own neighborhood. Participants learn to recognize the
indicators of stream health, figure out how their waterway connects to commmunities
upstream and downstream, identify pollutants, and at the same time exercise regular
stewardship of their stream. NC Stream Watch is highly compatible with municipal
Adopt-A-Stream programs, Keep America Beautiful aoffiliate activities, and badge
programs in both the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts organizations.

We project that an EEG fund award of $180,000 would provide for a robust media

campaign with original content, signage in more than 36 public parks with creek
access, and enough supplies to provide orientations for 100 new NC Stream Watch
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ACTION ITEM #5 CONTINUED

groups. No local match is required. Embedded QR Codes in park signage and in digital
media campaigns will allow us to track engagement and stewardship efforts. The
project will also allow us to conduct research about where and how pollutants are
entering our waterways in the Piedmont Triad, and to identify willing partners in our
mission to restore riparian buffers and "rainscape” our creekside backyards and
businesses.

Since 2002, the EEG Program has been made available on an annual basis for projects
that restore and protect impaired, degraded, or endangered surface waters, or
conserve and protect targeted natural areas. Priority is given to projects that directly
improve water quality in the Cape Fear, Lumber, Neuse, Tar-Pamlico, and White Oak
River Basin. Applications for this cycle are due by Thursday, April 4, 2024.

The EEG Program awards from $5,000.00 to $500,000.00 for projects and projects are
expected to be completed within three (3) years from the date of the grant award.

ACTION REQUESTED:

The PTRC Planning Department requests authorization to apply for, and if awarded
receive, an Environmental Enhancement Grant program grant for $180,000.
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2024 Meeting Dates

1398 Carrollton Crossing Drive
Kernersville, NC 27284
12noon
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Committee Delegates
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